NOTICE OF DECISION UNDER REGULATION 32 
FILM POSTERS 


TO: The Film and Video Labelling Body Inc. 

PO Box 2627 
Ponsonby 
Auckland 


Pursuant to regulation 32 of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Regulations 1994 the film 
poster entitled: 

Copycat 

is Not Approved 


if approval refused, the reasons for the decision: 

The poster is taken up by the close up image of one side of a man’s face. The man’s face is in 
shadow and he is wearing glasses. One of the lenses contains the reflection of a woman as she is 
being garroted with a metal cord around her neck. The woman looks as though she is in the 
process of being killed. The viewer can see her fingers underneath the cord around her neck, and 
the look of desperation, terror and fear on the woman’s face. This image is in the top-centre part 
of the poster. The names of two actors in the associated film are superimposed over the image of 
the man’s face at the top of the page. Consumer information such as the title of the film poster, 
text in relation to the film, and cast and production credits are also superimposed upon this image. 
The text in relation to the film reads as follows “One man is copying the most notorious killers in 
history. One at a time. Together, two women must stop him from killing again. Or they’re next.” 

In accordance with Reg.28(2)(a) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Regulations 
1994, the OFLC is required to consider whether the film poster would be likely to be classified as 
objectionable if the poster was submitted under si 3(1) of the Act for classification under s23 of the 
Act. Section 23 of the Act requires that the film poster be examined in accordance with the 
relevant criteria stated in section 3 of the Act. 

The image on the poster is taken from the most powerful and graphic sequence from the feature 
and is used in a static form to advertise the film to which it relates. This image is prominently 
displayed in the top-centre of the film poster and is the main focus of the poster. The film poster 
presents the infliction of extreme violence, namely a stark and graphic image of a woman being 
garroted with a look of horror and fear on her face. It is considered that the film poster supports 
the infliction of extreme violence by taking an image of graphic violence out of context from which 
it was intended, and use it to advertise a film. The film poster is therefore not approved. 
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Date: 


18 December 1995 


Chief Censor of Film and Literature (signed): 

OFLCRef: 9502101 
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